
 

 

part of Dr. Michael Bloodõs 

ongoing medical clinic. Dr. Ike 

has ordered a chest x-ray prior 

to his visit so he can be best 

prepared to help her when he 

arrives. He may remove the 

mass or drain it. A biopsy will 

be done and analyzed in the 

states. Hopefully, whatever it is 

that ails little Beth is treatable. 

Please pray for healing for 

Bethsaina and comfort and 

strength for her family to deal 

with whatever lies ahead. Also, 

please keep Dr. Bloodõs medi-

cal team in your prayers for 

Godõs guidance and protection. 

Without their regular sacri-

fices, we would not have the 

resources to deal with a lot of 

these serious medical issues 

that affect so many of the poor. 

 

This is three-year old Beth, 

short for Bethsaina. She has 

a medical condition involving 

a mass on her chest. Re-

cently Bethõs widowed 

mother visited Fr. Marc and 

pleaded for help for her 

daughter. She called Bethõs 

disease òlupaumeó and ex-

plained that she required 

several surgeries. Bethõs 

mom is barely providing for 

her family of five who live in 

an abandoned shack. She 

knew she was unable to get 

Beth the care she needs. Fr. 

Marc brought Beth to live at 

Espwa and promised her 

mom they would do their 

best to help the little girl.   

We wonõt know how seri-

ous Bethõs condition is until 

the medical team comes in 

November. At first, Dr. 

Cynthia DeSoi, Espwa Medi-

cal Director, thought she 

may have lipoma, which is 

fatty tumor. After hearing 

more details, Dr. Cynthia is 

concerned that Bethsaina 

may have a more serious 

condition such as liposar-

coma, which is a malignant 

tumor.  

Dr. Cynthia has been con-

sulting with Dr. Ike 

Okereke, a surgeon who will 

visit Espwa next month as 

Prayers for Bethsaina 
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             A Rotary Rescue 
Itõs not every day that you meet a 

remarkable young guy like Yves. In 

2001, Fr. Marc was celebrating Mass 

under a mango tree when he no-

ticed in the distance a figure crawl-

ing on his elbows and knees toward 

the gathered congregation. Yves, 

who is autistic and severely dis-

abled, lives in a nearby shack with 

his dad. Thanks to our Rotary 

friends, Yves received these  
Yves 

dignified ôwheels,õ and these days 

he gets around safely. This is one 

of the many ways our Rotary 

friends have shown compassion 

to the poor in Haiti. We would 

like to thank our Rotarian friends  

in New Jersey, New York, Maine, 

California, North Carolina, Ari-

zona and Michigan for all the sup-

port you have provided over the 

years. You are appreciated! 

Army of Angels Page 4  
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Electrical conduit for the 

consultation rooms.    

Rescued from Restavek 

Are You Getting Email Updates? *  

Medical Clinic Progress Report 
With a little luck and a lot 

of hard work, the unveil-

ing of the new Medical 

Clinic will happen the 

Summer of 2012. This is 

exciting news because 

more children will receive 

better medical  care in a 

more cost efficient way. 

Phase One, which will 

house the exam room, 

pharmacy, digital x-ray 

equipment and lab, is al-

most complete. Phase 2 

consists of the infirmary 

where children can stay 

overnight for observation, 

recovery or quarantine. 

Phase 3, will contain office 

space where staff will 

keep records and handle 

administrative functions. 

Itõs been a long road but 

weõre almost there thanks 

to all of the generous indi-

viduals and foundations 

who have taken part in 

this tremendous project. 

Thanks to all of you for 

helping us provide better 

medical care for the poor 

in Haiti. 

To sign up for email up-

dates, please visit: 

www.FreeTheKids.org 

and click on the blue email 

updates button at the bot-

tom of the page. Be sure 

Email is a great way to 

keep in touch. We can 

communicate in a more 

timely manner and keep 

you in the loop about 

whatõs happening in Haiti. 

to add our email to your  

address book: 

Fr.Marc@FreeTheKids.org

This will prevent our emails 

from getting trapped in your 

spam folder.  

especially at night. In an 

effort to escape the dan-

gers of the big city, he 

made his way out to the 

safer, more rural area of 

Les Cayes.  He lived home-

less in the town dirty and 

begging for food. Some 

prostitutes noticed Mich-

elet and felt sorry for him. 

When it was apparent that 

he had no place to go, they 

took him in. They bought 

him clothes, fed him regu-

larly and cared for him 

when he was sick. One 

night, there was a raid. The 

police came and arrested 

everyone but Michelet. 

Once again, Michelet found 

himself back on the streets. 

One day a stranger told him 

about Hope Village, (Eswpa) 

a place for children who 

have no family. He made his 

way there and joined the 

Eswpa family in 2000, gradu-

ating in 2005. He has been 

working as a mason and 

painter ever since. Mich-

eletõs life has turned around 

dramatically because of you. 

Thank you for your support 

in helping these children in 

Haiti.  

This is the story of a boy 

who escaped child slavery 

and homelessness. If not for  

our supporters, itõs frighten-

ing to think where he might 

be today. Michelet, (seen 

left), was an orphan in Jere-

mie, Haiti. Since there was 

no family to take care of 

him, he was sent to be a 

restavek (a domestic ser-

vant) when he was  8 years 

old. The abusive adult he 

was placed with mistreated 

and neglected Michelet.  He 

ran away. Michelet  was liv-

ing in the slums of Port-au-

Prince where it was unsafe, 

Restavek is from the 

French reste avec, 

which means  

ôone who stays with.õ 

In Haiti, this often  

means child slavery in 

the form of  

òdomestic servitude.ó  

Michelet, rescued restavek, 

was a resident and then he 

became a mason & painter. 

In Haiti, all  medical facilities are 

painted white with green trim. 
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Fieldston School of NY must be proud 

of compassionate, enterprising students 

Madeline Sacks and Connery OõBrien. 

In her sophomore year, Madeline 

wanted to help the poor in Haiti. Con-

siderable research led her to Espwa 

and she and co-founded with Connery  

Students for Haitian Aid (SFHA). The 12-

member club has been working dili-

gently at raising funds for the children 

ever since.  In response to the FTK 

appeal for x-ray equipment, SFHA 

raised $2,000. Their innovative spirits 

have brought the kids at Espwa soccer 

balls, reusable water bottles and more!  

Last Spring, Fr. Marc appealed to 

friends for help as rising food and gas 

prices were threatening Espwaõs ability 

to make ends meet.  Madeline explained, 

òWe didnõt want to see the kids give up 

a meal or sacrifice education. We had to 

do something.ó Madeline and Connery 

quickly coordinated a fundraiser at a 

midtown club. The event featured ca-

tered food and a band. They auctioned 

off items such as spa packages, Manhat-

tan air tours and even artwork cre-

ated by the children of Espwa. Their 

event named Nuit Espwa, for Night of 

Hope, was attended by 70 and raised 

over $13,000; an impressive feat for a 

small group of high school students. 

Early 2012, six of the students are 

traveling to Haiti, something Madeline 

feels is long overdue. òIõm excited to 

meet the kids at Espwa and learn 

more about the culture. We plan to 

put together a photo essay that illus-

trates the difference between life in 

Haiti compared with here.ó   

We look forward to seeing more 

amazing things from this extraordinary 

student group. Merci SFHA! 

Dental Team Brings Smiles To Espwa 
Recently, many of our children received much-needed dental care from Dr. Charles Tozzerõs team of professionals. Tozzer, 

founder of www.DentalCareForChildren.org has held dental clinics in third world countries for 
20 years. Katie McCarthy, long-time Espwa supporter, spoke with Dr. Tozzer about the clinic. 

Madeline Sacks & Connery OõBrien 

�.�0�����Ẃelcome home Dr. Tozzer. How was your trip?ó 

�'�U�����7�����´Thanks Katie. We had a great team of dedicated professionals who worked very hard. 

We treated 257 patients over three days and they received a little over $123,000 in dental ser-
vices. I am grateful for the teamõs commitment to this cause.ó 

�.�0�����T́hatõs quite a successful clinic!ó 

�'�U�����7�����Ẃeõd have loved to have seen more, but there are more needing work than we could help in a few days.  Itõs hard 
when youõre wrapping up a clinic and have to turn people away. The team worked 12 hour days.  Evenings were spent re-
stocking supplies and setting up for the next day. We really focused to treat as many patients as possible.ó 

�.�0�����Í imagine thereõs lots of folks whoõve never had the opportunity to see a dentist.ó 

�'�U�����7���������´Thatõs definitely the case. One woman who heard that dentists were in town 
walked 5 miles, barefoot and slept in the dirt to make sure that she would get treated. 
She was in a lot of pain; her face was very swollen from a bad dental infection.ó 

�.�0����� Íf there are health care professionals who want to take part in these clinics, what 

would you tell them?ó 

�'�U�����7�����´I would encourage anyone with the ability and desire to help to visit www.DentalCareForChildren.org to learn 

more. Many people suffer because they canõt get dental or medical treatment. Bringing these people the care that they need 
is challenging but also one of the most rewarding things youõll ever do.ó 

KM: òWe donõt know how good we have it, do we?ó 

�'�U�����7�����T́hatõs why we do it, Katie.ó 

http://www.dentalcareforchildren.org

